
Saints Days this Week... 31st May - 7th June

MONDAY – Mary, Mother of the Church. The Blessed Virgin Mary was 
given this title, since she gave birth to Christ, the Head of the Church. She 
became the Mother of the redeemed people before her Son had given up the spirit 
on the Cross. Blessed Pope Paul VI solemnly confirmed the title in an address to 
the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council and decreed that the whole Christian 
people should, by the use of this beautiful title, give still greater honour to the 
Mother of God. The memorial was added to the Liturgical Calendar by Pope 
Francis in 2018.

WEDNESDAY – St Charles Lwanga & Companions. Charles and his 21 
companions (the youngest was only 13) were executed for being Christian. 
Within a year of their deaths, the number of  Catchumens had quadrupled.         
St. Charles is the patron of Catholic Action and Black African Youth.

THURSDAY – Our Lord Jesus Christ the Eternal High Priest

FRIDAY – St Boniface Was born in Devon in 657. As a monk and teacher, 
Boniface went to evangelize the Germanic peoples. Ordained bishop he was 
given wide-ranging commissions throughout Germany and Gaul. He founded 
monasteries and established dioceses, presided at synods and maintained close 
associations with various emperors. Boniface is remembered as a determined 
missionary and as a church organiser and reformer whose work shaped the future 
of Europe. He is honoured as Apostle of Germany.

“Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders. Let me  
walk upon the waters wherever You would call me. Take  
me deeper than my feet could ever wander, and my faith  

will be made stronger in the presence of my Saviour.”
Hillsong

Preparing to hear 
God's word...

This Sunday's Readings:
Pentecost Sunday

31st  May 2020
  

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.

The name “Pentecost” comes from the Greek word meaning “fiftieth.” 
Like Easter it is tied to a Jewish feast called the Feast of Weeks (Shavuot). 
It follows 49 days (7 weeks, or “a week of weeks”) after the second day of 

Passover. Passover celebrates the freeing of the Jews from slavery; 
Shavuot celebrates their becoming God’s holy people by the gift and 

acceptance of the Law. Symbolically, the parallel with the Jews is exact. 
We are freed from the slavery of death and sin by Easter; with the 

Apostles, we spend some time under the guardianship of the risen Jesus; 
and when he has left, the Spirit comes down on us and we become a 

Church. (Universalis – Pentecost Sunday)

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13
“The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a 

good purpose. Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is 
a single unit…… so it is with Christ.”



Acts 2: 1-11
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and 
came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing 
Jews  from every nation under  heaven.  When they heard this 
sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment,  because each 
one  heard their  own language  being spoken.  Utterly  amazed, 
they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then 
how is it  that each of  us hears them in our native language? 
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both 
Jews  and  converts  to  Judaism);  Cretans  and  Arabs—we  hear 
them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”

Psalm 103 – Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.

John 20: 19-23
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were  together,  with  the  doors  locked  for  fear  of  the  Jewish 
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” After he said this,  he showed them his  hands and 
side.  The  disciples  were  overjoyed when  they  saw  the  Lord. 
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I 
am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

I come to my place of prayer. I gently become aware of God's presence. 
When I am ready, I slowly read and re-read the Gospel.

The ministry of Jesus starts with the coming of the Spirit at his Baptism 
and so the ministry of the Church begins with the coming of the Spirit at 
Pentecost.
In the first reading from Acts and in John’s Gospel we hear that “the doors 
were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.”
I’ve never known what it felt like to be closed in and living in fear but the 
events of the last few months have given me, and I’m sure you too, a real 
understanding of what this means. The freedom to go where we please 
when we want to, to meet and greet our friends and loved ones with a hug 
or a kiss, to be able to walk together in a group, all this has been taken 
from us and the effect this will have on our lives may not really be known 
for months to come, especially on those people in our society for whom 
the lockdown has been an experience of terror: living with an abusive 
partner, those suffering with cancer not being able to get the treatment they 
need, the neglect and abuse of children.. the list goes on. For those without 
a faith it must seem like a vision of Hell. The disciples too were at a loss 
after Jesus had ascended to Heaven. They were being persecuted, not by 
Covid 19 but by the authorities, and they had gone into lockdown. They 
must have been wondering “when will it end? What happens now?” And 
then a “mighty wind” and “tongues of fire” and the coming of the Spirit 
transformed their fear into courage and out they went; their lives 
transformed, never would they go back to the life they had known. 
I hope as we begin to make our way back into the world, we too can turn 
to Jesus and ask Him to send the Holy Spirit afresh into our lives; that our 
fear is turned to courage, our desperation to hope, our misery into joy. Life 
is never going to be the same as a result of the pandemic; life can never be 
the same when we allow the Spirit to transform us, so let us go forward 
into this new phase as the body of Christ, our lives transformed by the 
Holy Spirit to be a people of love and compassion.


